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Figure 1, The joint promotion test of Moo Duk Kwan (the 1st event) and
Chungdo-kwan (the 3rd event) on May 11th, 1947 (Jung, S. C., 2010)
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Figure 2, A captured image that records the Figure 3, grandmaster Choi Hee Suk's 2nd geup (grade)
beginning of grandmaster Choi Hee Suk's certificate issued for the 3rd promotion test of Moo Duk
training in Mud Duk Kwan and the number Kwan, which was held in April, 1948 (Chungbuk branch
of his black belt certificate (Cook, 2012) of Korea Soobahk-do Association, 2008)
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A Study on the Inception of Moo Duk Kwan as the Foundation
of Modern Taekwondo

Kim, Young—Sun (Yonsei University, Adjunct Professor) -
Yeo, In—Sung (Yonsei University, Professor)

Abstract

Among the five major martial art schools that are the foundation of modern taekwondo,
Moo Duk Kwan is a major school that has proliferated most widely. It is well known that
the founder, Hwang Kee, opened the Moo Duk Kwan martial art school in the office of the
railroad station located in Yongsan, Seoul. However, it has not been clear until now when
Moo Duk Kwan was established. This topic is a key part of understanding the origins of modermn
tackwondo, and it should be clarified with more rigorous academic research, Therefore, this
paper aimed at generating a reasonable account of an important point in taeckwondo history
clearly by establishing the inception of Moo Duk Kwan, The research methodology combines
the positivism-based historical research method and the interview method. The study was
conducted in the following three stages. First, 2 primary sources were collected, including a
photo and a certificate related to the topic. Second, the sources were validated and
contextualized through the interview method. In particular, the researcher was able to meet
with 3 people involved in the founding of Moo Duk Kwan, to get detailed and verifiable
information on the picture that contains objective facts of the time. Third, the data and
information obtained were analyzed and corroborated with the existing prior records, This study
confirms that Moo Duk Kwan officially began in early 1947, This very point in time may be
regarded as the official starting point and the founding date of Tang Soo Do (Okinawan Karate)
Moo Duk Kwan, The inception of Moo Duk Kwan presented in this paper should be accepted
as historical fact, thus contributing to the foundational knowledge of taekwondo history.

Keywords: Modemn Taekwondo History, 5 dae-kwan (the five major martial art schools),
Moo Duk Kwan, Hwang Kee, Tang Soo Do, Hwa Soo Do, Soo Bahk Do
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